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Firearms  are  a leading mechanism  of  violent  death in Mississippi. 
From  2021  through 2024, 88%  of  homicides and 7 4%  of suicides  involved  a firearm. 
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WHERE DO FIREARM-RELATED DEATHS  OCCUR? 

WHO IS MOST AFFECTED? 

Key Takeaways 

Firearms are  a major  
factor in violent  deaths. 

88% of homicides  and 
74% of suicides involved  a 
firearm. 

Geographic patterns 
differ. 

Firearm homicide  burden  is 
highest  in several western  
and central counties, while  
firearm suicide  is more  
broadly distributed across  
rural counties. 

Age patterns differ. 

Firearm homicide  rates  peak 
at ages  20–24, while  firearm 
suicide rates are  highest 
among adults  ages  65 and  
older. 

Race/ethnicity patterns  
differ.

Firearm homicide  deaths 
were concentrated among 
Black decedents, while 
firearm  suicide deaths were  
concentrated among White  
decedents. 

Most deaths were 
among males. 

84% of both firearm  
homicides and  firearm  
suicides occurred  among  
males. 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

MSVDRS is part of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention's 
National Violent Death Reporting 
System (NVDRS). 
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