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Resource Guide for Child Care Providers 
 

 

 
This resource guide was commissioned by the Mississippi State Board of Health to be completed in collaboration with multiple agencies and early childhood stakeholders in Mississippi. 
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Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
Quick Reference Guide 
 
Training Workshops Training conducted in a classroom/group style.  Certificates for contact hours should be received for each workshop. 

 
Technical Assistance On-site training conducted at a child care facility. 

 
Program Administration Training or technical assistance specifically designed for Owners, Directors, and other managers 

 
Health & Safety Training or technical assistance focusing on health and safety factors such as regulations, handwashing, sanitizing, 

infectious diseases, etc. 
Nutrition Planning Training or technical assistance focusing on nutrition, menu planning, food preparation, food guidelines, CACFP, etc. 

 
Curriculum Training or technical assistance focusing on curriculum content, learning activities, lesson planning, etc. 

 
Classroom Environment Training or technical assistance focusing on classroom arrangement, learning materials, etc.  

 
Child Development Training or technical assistance focusing on child growth and development, learning stages, meeting developmental 

needs, etc. 
 

Behavior & Discipline Training or technical assistance focusing on behavioral development, discipline & guidance, classroom management, 
etc.  
 

Screening & Assessment Training or technical assistance focusing on proper screening and assessment of young children. 
 

Special Needs Training or technical assistance focusing on serving children with special needs. 
 

   
*Child Care Resource Guide updated quarterly. 
*All organizations listed in this Resource Guide have standing approval to offer contact hour credit to child care providers.  

 

 



 
 

Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
Childcare Director’s Network Alliance-Statewide 
(601) 946-8501 

 
The Children’s Foundation of Mississippi-Statewide 
662-648-9371 
https://childrensfoundationms.org/ 

 
The Child Health and Development Project, Mississippi Thrive!-Statewide 
601-984-1000 
https://uprootms.org/the-mississippi-thrive-child-health-and-development-project-is-improving-health-outcomes-for-children/ 
https://www.umc.edu/Research/Centers-and-Institutes/Centers/Center-for-the-Advancement-of-Youth/Research/MS%20Thrive.html 

 
Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program-Statewide 
601-576-7427 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,174.html 

 
 

 

Training 
Workshops 

Technical 
Assistance 

Program 
Administration 

Health & 
Safety 

Nutrition 
Planning 

Curriculum Classroom 
Environment 

Child 
Development 

Behavior & 
Discipline 

Screening & 
Assessment 

Special Needs 

           

Training 
Workshops 

Technical 
Assistance 

Program 
Administration 

Health & 
Safety 

Nutrition 
Planning 

Curriculum Classroom 
Environment 

Child 
Development 

Behavior & 
Discipline 

Screening & 
Assessment 

Special Needs 

           

Training 
Workshops 

Technical 
Assistance 

Program 
Administration 

Health & 
Safety 

Nutrition 
Planning 

Curriculum Classroom 
Environment 

Child 
Development 

Behavior & 
Discipline 

Screening & 
Assessment 

Special Needs 

           

Training 
Workshops 

Technical 
Assistance 

Program 
Administration 

Health & 
Safety 

Nutrition 
Planning 

Curriculum Classroom 
Environment 

Child 
Development 

Behavior & 
Discipline 

Screening & 
Assessment 

Special Needs 

           

https://childrensfoundationms.org/
https://uprootms.org/the-mississippi-thrive-child-health-and-development-project-is-improving-health-outcomes-for-children/
https://www.umc.edu/Research/Centers-and-Institutes/Centers/Center-for-the-Advancement-of-Youth/Research/MS%20Thrive.html
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,174.html


 
 

Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
The Graduate Center for the Study of Early Learning-Statewide 
(662) 915-7763 
http://gcsel.education.olemiss.edu/ 

 
Help Me Grow/Mississippi Access to Care Network 
Mississippi Families for Kids – Statewide 
(601) 957-7670 
https://mffk.org/help-me-grow/  

 
The Institute of Child Nutrition – The University of Mississippi 
(662) 915-7658 or (800) 321-3054 
https://theicn.org           

 
Learn the Signs. Act Early 
(800) 232-4636 
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/index.html 
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Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
Mississippi Afterschool Network – Statewide          
(601) 353-6336 
http://msafterschool.org/      

 
Mississippi Children’s Museum – Statewide        
601-981-5469 
https://mschildrensmuseum.org/ 

 
 
Mississippi Early Childhood Alliance (MsECA) – Statewide        
(601) 620-6205 
www.mississippiearlychildhood.org        
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Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
         
Mississippi Child Care Resource & Referral Network          
https://www.mdhs.ms.gov/early-childhood-care-development/     

 
Mississippi Child Care Resource & Referral Network 
Coahoma Community 
College 
3240 Friars Point Road 
Clarksdale, MS 38614 
662-621-4831 

Copiah Lincoln 
Community College 
30 Campus Drive 
Natchez, MS 39120 
601-446-1270 
 

Coleman Center for 
Families and Children 
201 W Central Avenue 
Petal, MS 39465 
601-584-4704 

East Central Community 
College 
513 10th Street 
Decatur, MS 39327 
601-635-6136 

East Mississippi 
Community College 
8731 S Frontage Rd 
Mayhew, MS 39753 
662-243-2633 

Hinds Community 
College 
601 Hinds Blvd.  
Raymond, MS 39154 
601-857-3311 

Itawamba Community 
College 
2176 S. Eason Blvd  
Tupelo, MS 38804 
662-620-5370 

Meridian Community 
College 
910 Hwy 19 North  
Reed Hall 135-B 
Meridian, MS 39307 
601-553-3413 

Northeast Community 
College 
101 Cunningham Blvd 
Booneville, MS 38829 
662-720-4082 

Northwest Community 
College 
4975 Hwy. 51 North, 
Berry Building (1st floor) 
Senatobia, MS 38668 

Pearl River Community 
College 
 101 US Hwy 11 
Poplarville, MS 39470 
601-403-1492 

Southwest Community 
College 
1156 College Drive     
Summit, MS  39666 
601-276-3737 

  

 
Mississippi Department of Education Early Childhood Office – Statewide           
(601) 359-2586 or (601) 359-3461 
https://www.mdek12.org/EC        

 
Mississippi Early Childhood Inclusion Center (MECIC) – Statewide         
(601) 266-4745 
https://www.usm.edu/ids/early-childhood-inclusion.php 
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Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
Mississippi Early Learning Alliance-Statewide 
https://www.msearlylearning.org/ 

 
Mississippi Family 2 Family Health Information and Education Center – Statewide 
601-432-6929            
https://www.usm.edu/ids/wellness-family2family.php      

 
Mississippi First Steps Early Intervention Program-Statewide 
601-576-7427  1 (800) 451-3903 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,74.html 

 
Mississippi State Department of Health Cavity-Free Kids: Educational Training for Child Care – Statewide  
Mississippi State Department of Health Office of Oral Health-Statewide    
(601) 576-7500 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/43,0,151,470.html  
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Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
Mississippi State Department of Health Childcare Licensure – Statewide          
(601) 364-2827 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/30,0,183.html         

 
 
Mississippi State University Extension Healthy Homes for Child Care Programs – Statewide  
*Contact local MSU Extension Agent to schedule training (see website for information). 
http://extension.msstate.edu/family/healthy-homes-initiative/creating-healthy-indoor-childcare-environments 

 
Mississippi State University Extension Child Development & Early Childhood Education – Statewide  
(662) 325-3083 
http://extension.msstate.edu/family/children-and-parenting 

 
Mississippi State University Extension Tummy Safe Food Certification – Statewide  
(662) 325-8930 
http://extension.msstate.edu/food-and-health/food-safety/tummysafe 
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Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
Mississippi State University Extension SHAPE-CARE – Statewide  
*Contact Dr. Alisha Hardman at a.hardman@msstate.edu. 
https://extension.msstate.edu/programs/family-and-consumer-sciences/shape-care 

 
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science – Statewide        
(601) 432-2400 
https://www.mdwfp.com/museum/ 

 
 
Mississippi State Department of Health Lead Poisoning Prevention and Healthy Homes Program-Statewide 
(601) 576-7619   (601) 576-7447 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/44,0,360.html 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,176.html 

 
Mississippi Public Broadcasting/MPB Education Department – Statewide        
(601) 432-6565 
https://education.mpbonline.org/ 
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Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
North Mississippi Education Consortium – Statewide  
(662) 915-7763 
http://www.northmsec.com/         

 
Northeast MS Early Childhood Association (NeMsECA-PAC) 
(601) 620-6205 
https://www.seca.info/mississippi 

 
Pine Belt Childcare Director’s Network – Hattiesburg Area  
 601-544-4018 

 
Save the Children Early Steps to School Success Program-Statewide 
(662) 302-1856 (601) 334-7122 
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Professional Development Training & Technical Assistance 
ServSafe National Restaurant Association – Statewide  
1 (800) 765-2122 
https://www.servsafe.com/ 

 
Talk from the Start – Statewide        
(601) 981-5469 
https://mschildrensmuseum.org/parent-community-resources/talk-from-the-start/ 

 
Talking is Teaching 
https://talkingisteaching.org/ 

 
Vroom + The Child Health and Development Project, Mississippi Thrive-Statewide 
(601) 815-6382 
http://www.vroom.org/tools-and-resources 
https://mississippithrive.com/ 
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Mental Health/Special Needs    
Quick Reference Guide 
 
Training Workshops Training conducted in a classroom/group style.  Certificates for contact hours should be received for each workshop. 

 
Technical Assistance On-site training conducted at a child care facility. 

 
Infants Services specifically designed for infants are provided. 

 
Toddlers Services specifically designed for toddlers provided. 

 
Twos Services specifically designed for two-year-olds provided. 

 
Preschool Services specifically designed for preschool-age children are provided. 

 
School-age Services specifically designed for school-age children are provided. 

 
Screening & Assessment Screening and/or assessment of young children provided. 

 
Referrals Services that include referrals to mental health/special needs support systems provided. 

 
   
*Child Care Resource Guide updated quarterly. 
*All organizations listed in this Resource Guide have standing approval to offer contact hour credit to child care providers.  

 
  



 
 

Mental Health/Special Needs    
Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program-Statewide 
601-576-7427 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,174.html 
 
 
 
 
 
Families as Allies – Statewide             
(601) 355-0915  
www.faams.org           
 
 
 
 
 
Mississippi Early Childhood Inclusion Center (MECIC) – Statewide         
(601) 266-5163 
https://www.usm.edu/disability-studies 
 
 
 
 
 
Mississippi First Steps Early Intervention Program-Statewide 
601-576-7427  1 (800) 451-3903 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,74.html 
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Mental Health/Special Needs 
MS State Department of Health Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs (CYSHCN) – Statewide       
(601) 576-7281 
http://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,163.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mississippi Family 2 Family Health Information and Education Center – Statewide  
(601) 432-6929     
https://www.usm.edu/ids/wellness-family2family.php  
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Canopy Children’s Solutions Behavioral Health – Statewide  
(601) 352-7784 or 1 (800) 388-6247 (toll free) 
https://mycanopy.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
Realizing Excellence for All Children in Mississippi (REACH MS) – Statewide       
https://reachms.org/ 
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Mental Health/Special Needs 
 
Save the Children Early Steps to School Success Program-Statewide 
(662) 302-1856 (601) 334-7122 
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Support Services/Resources 
Quick Reference Guide 
 
EC Teaching Materials Early childhood learning toys and activities are provided on a loan or permanent basis.  

*Check with the organization for details. 
 

Curriculum Services specific to early childhood curriculum provided. 
 

USDA Food Program Assistance with USDA/Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) provided.   
 

Screening & Assessment Screening and/or assessment of young children provided. 
 

CDA Child Development Associate (CDA) classes or assistance provided. 
 

Family Engagement Services specific to family engagement provided. 
 

Community Engagement Services specific to community engagement provided. 
 

Advocacy Services related to advocacy of young children and early childhood education provided. 
 

Handouts & Videos Handouts and videos on various early childhood topics are provided. 
  

Referrals  Services that include referrals to mental health/special needs support systems provided. 
 

   
*Child Care Resource Guide updated quarterly. 
*All organizations listed in this Resource Guide have standing approval to offer contact hour credit to child care providers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Support Services/Resources 
Alberta Family Wellness Initiative 
https://www.albertafamilywellness.org/what-we-know 

 
 
 
 
Barksdale Reading Institute Parent Academy – Statewide        
(662) 236-5600 
https://msreads.org/what-we-do/parent-academy/ 

 
 
 
 
 
The Brain Architecture Game 
https://dev.thebrainarchitecturegame.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University 
(617) 496-0578 
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/ 
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Support Services/Resources 
Central Mississippi Down Syndrome Society – Statewide             
(601) 385-DOWN (3696)  
https://cmdss.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) – Statewide          
(601) 359-3513 
https://www.mdek12.org/OCN/CACFP 
 
 
 
 
 
Excel by 5 – Statewide              
(601) 707-7762 
http://excelby5.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
Families as Allies – Statewide             
(601) 355-0915 or 1 (800) 833-9671 
www.faams.org           
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Support Services/Resources 
Help Me Grow/Mississippi Access to Care Network-Statewide 
Mississippi Families for Kids – Statewide 
(601) 957-7670 
https://mffk.org/help-me-grow/ 
 
 
 
 
 
The Institute of Child Nutrition – The University of Mississippi – Statewide  
1-800-321-3054 
https://theicn.org/cacfp 

 
 

 
 
La Leche League of Metro Jackson, MS 
(601)825-8579 
https://www.lllalmsla.org/ 
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Support Services/Resources 
Mississippi Child Care Resource & Referral Network          
https://www.mdhs.ms.gov/early-childhood-care-development/     
 
 
 
 
 

Mississippi Child Care Resource & Referral Network 
Coahoma Community 
College 
3240 Friars Point Road 
Clarksdale, MS 38614 
662-621-4831 
 

Copiah Lincoln 
Community College 
30 Campus Drive 
Natchez, MS 39120 
601.446.1270 

Coleman Center for 
Families and Children 
201 W Central Avenue 
Petal, MS 39465 
601-584-4704 

East Central Community 
College 
513 10th Street 
Decatur, MS 39327 
601-635-6136 

East Mississippi 
Community College 
8731 S Frontage Rd 
Mayhew, MS 39753 
662-243-2633 

Hinds Community 
College 
601 Hinds Blvd.  
Raymond, MS 39154 
601-857-3311 

Itawamba Community 
College 
2176 S. Eason Blvd  
Tupelo, MS 38804 
662-620-5370 

Meridian Community 
College 
910 Hwy 19 North  
Reed Hall 135-B 
Meridian, MS 39307 
601-553-3413 

Northeast Community 
College 
101 Cunningham Blvd 
Booneville, MS 38829 
662-720-4082 

Northwest Community 
College 
4975 Hwy. 51 North, 
Berry Building (1st floor) 
Senatobia, MS 38668 

Pearl River Community 
College 
 101 US Hwy 11 
Poplarville, MS 39470 
601-403-1492 

Southwest Community 
College 
1156 College Drive     
Summit, MS  39666 
601-276-3737 

 

 
Mississippi Children’s Museum – Statewide        
(601) 981-5469 
https://mschildrensmuseum.org/ 

 
 
 
 
Mississippi Department of Education Early Childhood Office – Statewide          
(601) 359-2586  
https://www.mdek12.org/EC 
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Support Services/Resources 
Mississippi Department of Education Move to Learn – Statewide         
https://movetolearnms.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
MS State Department of Health Healthy Homes Mississippi – Statewide         
(601) 359-4500   
http://www.mdhs.state.ms.us/early-childhood-care-development/healthy-families-mississippi/ 
 
 
 
 
 
MS State Department of Human Services Temporary and Needy Families (TANF) – Statewide          
(601) 576-1564   
http://www.mdhs.state.ms.us/early-childhood-care-development/ 
 
 
 
 

 
MS State Department of Health Office of Preventive Health – Statewide       
(601) 576-7400 
http://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/43.html  
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Support Services/Resources 
MS State Department of Health Perinatal High Risk/Infant Services System (PHRM/ISS)  - Statewide       
(601) 576-7463 1 (800) 721-7222 
http://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,106.html 
 
 
 
 
 
Mississippi Low Income Child Care Initiative – Statewide          
(228) 669-4827 
http://www.mschildcare.org/about/  
 

 
 
 
Mississippi Public Broadcasting/MPB Education Department – Statewide        
(601) 432-6565 
https://education.mpbonline.org/ 

 
 
 
 
MS State Department of Health Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) Outreach Program – Statewide      
(601) 576-7619  
http://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/41,0,202.html 
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Support Services/Resources 
Mississippi State University Extension Child Development & Early Childhood Education – Statewide  
http://extension.msstate.edu/family/children-and-parenting 
 
 

 
 
My Canopy – Children’s Solutions – Statewide  
601-352-7784 1 (800) 388-6247 (toll free) 
https://mycanopy.org/v 
 
 
 
 
 
Talking is Teaching 
https://talkingisteaching.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
The Partnership for a Healthy Mississippi – Statewide  
http://www.healthy-miss.org/ 
601-420-2414  
 
 
 
 
 
Realizing Excellence for All Children in Mississippi (REACH MS) – Statewide        
https://reachms.org/ 

 
 
 

EC Teaching 
Materials Curriculum USDA Food 

Program 
Screening & 
Assessment CDA Family 

Engagement 
Community 
Engagement Advocacy Handouts & 

Videos Referrals 

          

EC Teaching 
Materials Curriculum USDA Food 

Program 
Screening & 
Assessment CDA Family 

Engagement 
Community 
Engagement Advocacy Handouts & 

Videos Referrals 

          

EC Teaching 
Materials Curriculum USDA Food 

Program 
Screening & 
Assessment CDA Family 

Engagement 
Community 
Engagement Advocacy Handouts & 

Videos Referrals 

          

EC Teaching 
Materials Curriculum USDA Food 

Program 
Screening & 
Assessment CDA Family 

Engagement 
Community 
Engagement Advocacy Handouts & 

Videos Referrals 

          

EC Teaching 
Materials Curriculum USDA Food 

Program 
Screening & 
Assessment CDA Family 

Engagement 
Community 
Engagement Advocacy Handouts & 

Videos Referrals 

          

http://extension.msstate.edu/family/children-and-parenting
https://mycanopy.org/
https://talkingisteaching.org/
http://www.healthy-miss.org/
https://reachms.org/


 
 

Support Services/Resources 
UNICEF Parenting      
https://www.unicef.org/parenting/child-development/your-toddlers-developmental-milestones-2-years 

 
 
 
 
United Way of Northeast Mississippi       
(662) 841-9133 
https://www.unitedwaynems.org/ 

 
 
 
 
Zero to Three      
(202)638-1144 
https://www.zerotothree.org/ 
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