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MSDH BUREAU OF PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY

SAMPLE SITE IDENTIFICATION FORM & INSTRUCTIONS

Samples must be taken at locations where the highest lead levels are likely to be found.  A “Tiering System” has been established to help prioritize your sampling sites.  The box below defines the tiering system for prioritizing sample sites.  


To identify enough sites that meet these criteria, you should survey all records documenting the materials used to construct and repair your distribution system and buildings connected to your distribution system.

The minimum number of lead and copper tap samples you must collect depends upon your system size (population) and what monitoring schedule you are on (standard or reduced).   During each monitoring event, MSDH will specify the minimum number of samples that need to be collected.  

System Size (Pop.)
# Samples Standard Monitoring 
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3,301-10,000


40

501-3,300
20

101-500 10

(100
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Using the Tiering criteria and the chart above, you are now ready to identify those sites at which lead and copper sampling will be conducted.  Once monitoring begins, you must use the same sites, unless a site is no longer accessible to you or no longer fits the requirements of a tier.  It is therefore recommended that you identify more sampling sites than the minimum number required.  For example, if your system serves a population of 10,000, you must identify a minimum of 40 sampling sites, but to ensure adequate coverage in case a sampling site becomes inaccessible, you should identify at least 50-60 sites.  

If your system contains lead service lines, at least half of the required number of sampling sites should be served by a lead service line.  If you are not able to collect at least half of your samples from taps served by lead service lines, you must collect a sample from each site that is served by a lead service line.

If possible, all sites in your monitoring plan should fall into the Tier 1 category.  If you are unable to collect all your samples from Tier 1 sites, you should complete your sampling pool with Tier 2 sites.  If a sufficient number of Tier 1 and Tier 2 sites do not exist, complete your sampling pool with Tier 3 sites.  

If you are unable to complete your sampling at sites that meet the applicable tiering criteria, contact this agency at 601-576-7518.

Use as many of the following pages as necessary to complete your sample site plan.
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TIERS FOR COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEMS





TIER 1 sampling sites are single family structures:


containing copper pipes with lead solder installed after 1982 or lead pipes, and/or


served by a lead service line.





TIER 2 sampling sites consist of buildings, including multiple family residences: 


containing copper pipes with lead solder installed after 1982 or lead pipes, and/or


served by a lead service line.





Note:  When multiple family residences comprise at least 20% of the structures served by a water system, they may be counted as Tier 1 sites.  Should this apply to your system, please indicate this on your plan.





TIER 3 sampling sites are single family structures  containing copper pipes with lead solder installed before 1983.














